
bibbulmun track foundation 
trek to the remote south

trip highligh   ts
Sensational walking through diverse and stunning 

scenery,from sub‑alpine wilderness to sea‑level views.
Trek some of the lesser known valleys of 

Fiordland with stunning viewpoints
Enjoy a very comfortable variety of lodges and hotels

welcome to 
World Expeditions
Thank you for your interest in our Bibbulmun Track Foundation Trek to 
the Remote South trip. At World Expeditions we are passionate about 
our off the beaten track experiences as they provide our travellers 
with the thrill of coming face to face with untouched cultures as well 
as wilderness regions of great natural beauty. We are committed to 
ensuring that our unique itineraries are well researched, affordable 
and tailored for the enjoyment of small groups or individuals ‑ 
philosophies that have been at our core since 1975 when we began 
operating adventure holidays. Our itineraries will give you the very 
best travel experience, designed by people with incredible local 
knowledge who share our vision of authentic exchange and real 
exploration with a responsible tourism approach. Whether you like 
your adventures to include trekking, touring, cycling, mountaineering, 
kayaking or cruising World Expeditions can make it happen for you. 
We hope you will join us for a life changing experience!!

why travel with World Expeditions?
As New Zealand’s hiking and outdoor adventure holiday specialist
we offer adventures to suit everyone. Established in 1993, we began
running our unique hiking safaris. Since then we have expanded to
offer what we believe are the best guided walks, hiking tours and
adventure vacations in New Zealand and now some beyond New
Zealand. Our customers share our passion for active travel, wild places
and conservation. Our client feedback also confirms that what helps
make our holidays different are the quality of our professional guides.
They share their humour, compassion and wilderness experience to
ensure that you have a great vacation and the right degree of personal
challenge. We have been awarded the Qualmark Enviro‑Gold Award
as recognition for our commitment to supporting conservation and
environmental projects.
On one of our tours you can expect the right, proven equipment is
provided for your tour; the food is delicious, plentiful and can be catered
to your dietary requests; your guides are all First Aid trained; that the
itinerary you have chosen has been carefully crafted from decades of
personal experience in the New Zealand wilderness, not from a guide
book recommendation.
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Trip Duration  9 days Trip Code: SOG3652
Grade  Moderate
Activities  Trekking
Summary  9 day trip, 3 day trek, 3 day walks, 2 

nights lodges, 6 nights hotel/motel



bibbulmun track foundation 
trek to the remote south

the trip
Join Friends of the Bibbulmun Track Foundation on a 9‑day discovery of the NZ South Island 
Fiordland National Park and remote Stewart Island. 
This special tour will include the best of the tracks Fiordland National Park has on offer. After 
some hiking near Queenstown we will travel to Te Anau, from where we trek along sections 
of the famous Kepler Track. Following this we will drive to Tuatapere, gateway to the less 
renowned but equally scenic Hump Ridge Track which has all the qualities of a great walk. 
The track winds across some of New Zealand’s wildest land, leading trampers through parts 
of Fiordland National Park, along an alpine ridge, through forest, across Maori land and along 
deserted beaches of the south coast of the South Island. The trip will round out with 2 nights 
on Stewart Island ‑ an unspoilt, eco‑friendly paradise for walkers, and home to an abundance 
of marine and bird life – before returning to Queenstown.
Enjoy stunning views of towering Mountain landscapes, rugged coastlines, rocky outcrops, 
golden beaches, and thick forest.This region has it all!

about your leader/escort
Your guides are trained outdoor enthusiasts who will explain the natural and human history of
the area you are walking through. They pride themselves on their safe, efficient and friendly
service. All guides are trained in first aid and are in radio contact with each other, the lodges
and our office at all times. Your safety is of paramount importance and your guides may have
to adapt the day’s walk depending on your fitness and weather or track conditions. While
they will make every effort to meet your needs, please adhere to their professional decisions if
circumstances demand this.

at a glance
DAY 1  ARRIVAL DAY IN QUEENSTOWN, DAY AT LEISURE
DAY 2  TREK MOONLIGHT TRACK, CATCH GONDOLA RIDE BACK AND DRIVE TO TE ANAU
DAY 3  KEPLER TRACK AND DRIVE TO TUATAPERE
DAY 4  START THE HUMP RIDGE TRACK
DAY 5  CONTINUE ALONG THE HUMP RIDGE TRACK
DAY 6  HUMP RIDGE TRACK AND FERRY TO STEWART ISLAND
DAY 7  STEWART ISLAND
DAY 8  FERRY AND DRIVE TO QUEENSTOWN
DAY 9  DEPART QUEENSTOWN FOR ONWARD TRAVEL

what’s included
  Comfortable accommodation in hotels, lodges on a twin share basis
  Luggage transfer by helicopter each day whilst on the Humpridge
  One local guide (plus an extra guide on the Hump Ridge Track)
  Bibbulmun Track Foundation escort
  8 breakfast, 7 lunches, 6 dinners
  Access and Concessions fees paid to the Department of Conservation
  $100 donation to the Bibbulmun Track Foundation
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Trip cost starting Queenstown AUD$3790* per person

*Based on minimum 12 passengers, sharing twin share

Single supplement available AUD$750 per person

trip dates

 2017 13 Feb - 21 Feb
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detailed itinerary
DAY 1  Arrival day in Queenstown, day at leisure
Queenstown is the adrenalin capital of NZ and is a great place to gather. With the only set event 
today being the welcome dinner, you are able to arrive into town anytime today (or perhaps a 
few days earlier) and make your way to the joining hotel. Once checked in, try your hand at any 
number of activities – from a gondola ride, luge or zipline above the town to a Pinot Noir tasting 
in The Winery in the centre of town (showcasing over 180 local wines). By 5.00pm you should be 
checked-in, changed and ready for a welcome dinner with the group (dinner at own expense).
Accommodation: Tanoa Aspen on Queenstown.
meals: NIL

DAY 2  Trek Moonlight Track, catch Gondola ride back and drive to Te Anau
With the three-day hike on the Hump Ridge Track soon to start, the next two days are about getting 
warmed up. First we take on the Moonlight Track (approx. 6 hrs) with some spectacular views of the 
Southern Alps. Starting from Arthurs Point (about 15 mins drive from Queenstown), we hike through 
tussock grassland and backcountry farmland to the Ben Lomond saddle. From here it is all downhill 
to the gondola above Queenstown. We’ll take the cable car to the bottom where our vehicle will be 
waiting to transfer us (approx. 2 ½ hour drive) down the side of lake Wakatipu and then through the 
rolling hills of Southland, before heading west to World Heritage listed Fiordland. We overnight in Te 
Anau, once again located beside a lake with a superb mountain backdrop.
Hiking time: 6 hours
Accommodation: Luxmore Hotel
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
meals: B,L,D

DAY 3  Kepler track and drive to Tuatapere
The Kepler is a multi-day track and today we spend time on the southern end before the 90 minute 
drive to Tuatapere. A short drive* takes us to Rainbow’s Reach and then we walk along a very well 
formed track weaving through the old captured river beds and swamps, eventually exiting onto the 
shoreline of Lake Manapouri. The Moturau hut provides a comfortable stop for lunch before we turn 
around and trek back to the coach.
* For those who would prefer a longer walk - it is possible to walk from the control gates at the start 
of the Kepler Track to Rainbow Reach and meet up with the other group members for the walk from 
Rainbow Reach to Lake Manapouri. 
This afternoon the drive to the township of Tuatapere is an easy one. Before we find our bed for the 
night and enjoy a meal we will meet with our Hump Ridge guide for a briefing to prepare for our 
three day walk which begins in the morning. 
Hiking time: 4-5 hrs 
Accommodation: Local Hotel (Tuatapere) 
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
meals: B,L,D



fast facts
Countries Visited:

New Zealand

Visas:
No

Singles:
A single supplement is available for this trip*

Leader:
Expert local leader and 

Foundation & Friends Escort

Brochure Reference:
Australia, New Zealand, Pacific

responsible travel
The environments we travel through are 

fragile. It is our responsibility as visitors to 
minimise the impact of our presence. World 

Expeditions were the proud recipients of 
the inaugural Australian National Travel 

Industry’s Environmental Achievement award 
for our Responsible Travel Guidebook. This 

detailed guide to responsible and sustainable 
travel is provided to all World Expeditions 
clients before they travel. Please ask your 

consultant if you have not received your copy 
of our award winning book. Alternatively, 

you may like to download a copy from our 
website www.worldexpeditions.com

trip grading 
Moderate

Moderate: A good level of fitness is 
required. This walking adventure involves 

centre based and multi day walking for 
up to 8 or 9 hours per day, covering 
between 6 and 20 kilometres, over 
hilly terrain, on well‑defined trails.
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DAY 4  Start the Hump Ridge Track
The day starts early as we load up for the short ride to the road end. Here we finish sorting gear, 
some for the hike today, the rest to be carried by helicopter to the Okaka hut. At Flat Creek we turn 
away from the spectacular Te Waewae Bay and start the 890m climb above the bush line and the 
superbly located Okaka hut perched on the ridgeline with stunning views in all directions.
Hiking time: 5-7 hrs (13 km)
Accommodation: Okaka Hut
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
meals: B,L,D

DAY 5  Continue along the Hump Ridge Track
This is a big day so an early start gets us heading southward down the spine of the ridgeline. It’s a 
steep descent into the ancient forest until we reach the old rail line – used to haul out the timber in 
past years. This rail line created the huge wooden viaducts that make this day special and create a 
sense of history. Finally we get back to the old settlement and the new accommodation complex at 
Port Craig Village, overlooking the bay.
Hiking time: 7-9 hrs (19km)
Accommodation: Port Craig Hut
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
meals: B,L,D

DAY 6  Hump Ridge Track and ferry to Stewart Island
We do have deadlines to make today so the pace after breakfast remains brisk. We walk back 
through the bush track and then join the coastal strip again, finally we join to the coach, where we 
get our gear sorted and stowed, and depart for the 2 hour drive to Invercargill and on to Bluff. From 
Bluff we join an hour long ferry (departing around 5:00pm – subject to change) to Stewart Island - 
our home for the next two nights.
Hiking time: 5-6 hrs (20 km) 
Accommodation: Bay Motel
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
meals: B,L,D

DAY 7  Stewart Island
Described as the last great frontier and the newest National Park of New Zealand, Stewart Island is 
an absolute gem. With only 27km of road on the entire island, the focus quickly is onto the range of 
day activities. There is a great variety of short hikes to choose from or rest your legs and try your 
hand at sea kayaking. Nearby Ulva Island is a native wildlife paradise and while access is limited, 
the experience is stunning. Hiking time: Variable 
Accommodation: Bay Motel
meals: B,L,D

DAY 8  Ferry and drive to Queenstown
This morning after breakfast we will pack our gear to be stowed on the ferry for the return trip 
across Fouveaux Strait (departs around 8:00am, subject to change). Once back on shore we rejoin 
the coach for a short drive to Invercargill, where we will visit the home of Back Country foods (one of 
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adventure travel
By its very nature adventure travel involves 

an element of the unexpected. In remote 
and developing countries do not expect 

standards you are used to at home. Remote 
areas are sometimes unpredictable and 

itineraries may be altered. To get the most 
out of your adventure it is important that 

you are flexible, positive and eager to 
take on all the challenges that arise. If you 

are uncertain about your suitability for 
this trip we recommend that you speak 

with your consultant or travel agent.

important note
These trip notes represent the most 

current information for this itinerary, and 
may supersede any information in the 

current brochure, including but not limited 
to the itinerary and price. The itinerary 

should be seen as a guide only. This 
itinerary may change at any time due to 
inclement weather, forces of nature and 

other circumstances beyond our control.

bibbulmun track foundation 
trek to the remote south

the Bibbulmun Track Foundation sponsors). We then have a 3-4 hour drive back to Queenstown, with 
an optional hike on Queenstown Hill in the late afternoon, time permitting. Tonight we enjoy a final 
celebratory dinner (at own expense) to farewell our guide and fellow travellers.
Accommodation: Tanoa Aspen on Queenstown
Meals: Breakfast, lunch
meals: B,L

DAY 9  Depart Queenstown for onward travel
Trip arrangements end after breakfast. For those leaving NZ today there will be one group transfer to 
the airport. If you are staying on in NZ you will need to check out before 10:00am. 
Meal: Breakfast
** Itinerary subject to change at any time due to local/weather conditions
meals: B

This itinerary is subject to change with any change in Community regulations as well as Governmental changes and natural circumstances beyond our control.

country information
Stretching North to South for over 2000 km, and split into two main island’s ‑ the North and 
the South Islands ‑ New Zealand is a country of diverse landforms. From the Pacific Island 
beaches and rolling farmlands in the north, to the volcanic plateau and then onto the soaring 
mountains within view of the sea in the south, and the sub‑Antarctic islands that dot the 
South Island coastline, the contrasts are many. The South Island is the 12th largest island in 
the world. The west coast is dominated by the Southern Alps, which contain more mountains 
than the European Alps altogether, and home to New Zealand’s highest peak, Aoraki Mount 
Cook (3754m / 12,316 ft). The Main Divide, the chain of peaks that forms the backbone of the 
Alps from Arthurs Pass to Fiordland, splits the South Island into east and west. Several ice 
ages, and the fact that two continental plates are sliding past each other forming the Southern 
Alps, means that the scenery is as rugged as the New Zealand fauna and flora is unique. 
The largest city in the South Island is Christchurch. The North Island is the smaller of the two 
main islands of New Zealand. Its northern location means it enjoys a warmer, more temperate 
climate than much of the South Island, and is much more vastly populated. The centre of the 
island is primarily a volcanic landscape with vast forests, volcanic peaks, and picturesque 
lakes. The eastern side of the island is covered with vineyards. Auckland, also known as 
the ‘City of Sails’, is the Capital City of New Zealand and found on the North Island. With 
a population of 4.0 million people, the wilderness areas of New Zealand are many as most 
‘Kiwis’ now live in an urban situation near the coast. The Maori are the indigenous people of 
the land and they named it Aotearoa ‘Land of the Long White Cloud’ upon their arrival 1000 
years ago. Europeans settled in the early 1800s and the country is alive today with a market 
driven economy and a blend of European and Asia/Pacific influences to create a buoyant 
South Pacific culture.

climate
As a general rule, November to April are the most ideal months for travelling in New Zealand’s 
stunning outdoors. One of the most important thing travellers need to know about the New 
Zealand climate is that it’s a maritime climate, as opposed to the continental climate typical 
of larger landmasses. Thanks to its position in the path of the ‘Roaring 40s’ and mountainous 
terrain, New Zealand’s weather can frequently change with amazing rapidity. Because 
the weather can change so unexpectedly you should be prepared for sudden changes 
in temperature and weather conditions. This basically means having a good waterproof 
jacket and some warm clothing. You don’t need to bring your winter wardrobe but a good 
fleece/jumper and good thermals are a must. The temperature during the South Island 



summers range from 10‑30 ºC, with a pleasant 40‑ 50% humidity. Higher altitudes are always 
considerably cooler and snowfall is not uncommon even in summer. The Southern Alps act 
as a barrier to the moisture laden winds coming west across the Tasman Sea, creating a wet 
climate on the west side of the mountains and a dryer climate on the east side. The geography 
also creates a wind pattern, which can in summer be very hot, dry and fierce. Maximum 
temperatures we may encounter range up to 30°C. Minimum temperatures expected in the 
Southern Alps in Summer time are around ‑5°C. Weather is an integral facet of any mountain 
range and getting to understand and work with this major environmental factor is what will make 
you more prepared for your tour – any questions about what to expect on your tour talk to one 
of our sales team.

a typical day
After a wholesome breakfast we are usually on the trail by around 7.30 ‑ 7.45 am and walk
for around 5‑6 hours. Lunch is usually a 1 hour break. The afternoon walk is generally a
little shorter and camp/accommodation is usually reached by around 3.30 ‑ 4.30 pm. Once
we have reached our nights accommodation until dinner there is time to rest, explore the
surrounding area or sit and chat.

hygiene
Provided we are advised in advance of your departure we are able to cater for vegetarian diets 
and can assist with medically recommended diets (allergies and intolerances). Please ensure 
you discuss your requirements with us well in advance (at least 1 month prior to your trip) to 
determine whether we can cater to such dietary requirements on your chosen adventure. Please 
note that options are likely to be limited in very remote locations or alternatives may be more 
expensive or unavailable. There may be times when those with special requirements may need 
to provide their own food. We are unable to guarantee a peanut‑free or allergen‑free trip, and 
therefore, we strongly encourage that travellers with life‑threatening or severe allergies take 
all necessary medical precautions to prepare for the possibility of exposure. Passengers must 
travel with all necessary medications for food allergies and be capable of self‑administering 

these medications.what you carry
During the day you will only need to carry what you need for the days walk, such as your water
bottles and rain wear. On the Humpridge Track your luggage will be moved each day to the next
lodge.

equipment required
Specialist gear required include walking boots and day pack (a comprehensive gear list is
provided in the pre‑departure information provided on booking).

vehicles & safety
During the course of your trip, we will use a variety of vehicles, all which are fit for purpose 
and the conditions encountered. It should be noted that laws governing transportation safety 
may differ from those in your home country and on occasion some vehicles may not have seat 
belts fitted. While game viewing within a national park could be one example. Whilst we do 
not include animal rides on most of our trips, there are occasions where it may be possible to 
undertake them optionally and to do so is at your own risk. Note that helmets and professional 
riding equipment are not available in all circumstances.
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what’s not included
  Alcoholic and soft drinks with included meals
  Personal expenses
  Personal rainwear, gaiters etc
  Gratuities, tipping is not expected in NZ but gratefully received. It is at your discretion 

whether or not to reward for excellent service
  Welcome & farewell dinner and any meals not mentioned in the itinerary
  Arrival and departure transfers
  International return airfare

info nights
World Expeditions invites you to attend our inspiring adventure travel information nights. These 
special evenings are designed to inform and entertain and are hosted by our most experienced 
and passionate adventure travellers and mountaineers. Ask our staff for a info night schedule or 
register on our website ‑ www.worldexpeditions.com. Shows can fill early so it is important to 
register your attendance so we know to save a seat, or two!

private groups
The adventures featured in our brochures, and on our website, are just a starting point for 
many of our private group travellers. Working closely with our Groups Department we can 
organise custom designed itineraries for groups of friends, clubs, charity’s, schools or even 
work colleagues. Our team will assist you with all aspects of your private group adventure from 
itinerary design to group flights. Contact our team today.

subscribe to our e-newsletter
To keep up to date with our new and exciting adventure opportunities, special promotions and 
adventure news, subscribe to our monthly e‑newsletter! You can do this on line through our 
website, www.worldexpeditions.com or contact our office.

social networking
Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/WorldExpeditions

trip availability
If this trip seems right for you then we encourage you to call us now to check availability. There 
are many reasons why you may not be able to join your desired departure and limited space 
on our small group departures is just one of them. Many of our adventures require us to secure 
services on your behalf; such as trekking permits, train travel and visa invitation letters. The 
demand is increasing each year making it difficult to join a trip last minute. To ensure we can 
assist you onto your adventure of a lifetime we ask that you check your trip availability with our 
team at your earliest convenience.

how to book
To book this trip please contact Scott Pinnegar at World Expeditions on scott@worldexpeditions.
com.au or 03 8631 3300 with any questions or to confirm your place.
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